
save their beloved .. . worlds? Clearly 
information' is n6tkewugh. What is 

is the moral imperative, the 
conviction that assuring our own 
comfort at terrible cost to the future - 
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people to honar their moral responsibility 
to the future to miwe to avert the worst 
consequences of the environmental 
emergencies and leave a world as rich 
in Me and possibility as the world we 
live in. We have three immediate goals: 
(I) With the testimony in this book, 
we aim to demonsrate a global ethical 

c~nsensas ammg the moral and intellectual leaders of the 
world that dihate  action is a moral responsibility, just as 
sciembu demonstrated with the 2002 report of the Union 
af C m ~ d  Scientists, a global rnrnmtr$& consensus &at the 
dime= crMs is real, dangerous, and upon us. (2) With the essays 
in this baok, wt aim to empower readers with a wide variety 
ofu- demonstrating that we are called as m o d  beings 
to & m d  action, so that nu matter their religim, their 
wrldvim, or their position in life, readers will find masons 
herc-pod maam, pou4esful reasons-to respond. (3) Finally, 
we ad people to nke t h d s  seriously as moral a g m ~ ,  to 
redaim the r&t m live the lives they believe in, to live= people 
d inqrkv-canscientious, compassionate, j o y o d  so 
u, take away the ability of the p m r f u l  to destroy M. 

' Sciemisrs canthue to provide evidence that environmental 
degradatlaa and consequent global climate ehange are 
p r o f m d y  d9nipws rn humans and to other Ii& on Ebltth. 
Activists dm are doing chRir j& well ,  u r g h  us ta act in mys 
that wIIJ ~ ~ n e r t  r h e  hams ib cb axem that can be: dotie. But 
to themprh~? md h t h n  dhd scktlm andactidm,we 
do n o b . ~ , ~  dataoteesepaliq andwecasdy opt o m d  
e L l i x 6 ~ ~ ~ ~ 5 - d  thewhile W r t g  o f o d ~ d ~  
a s d d d b a e p p k  

~ w ~ ~ W  
E&.ds -: a p k  b largely missing from the public 

d i m b e  4bm &mace change, namely an aGtmatian dour 
the world that the scientists dewxibe;. 

information will tell us what WG ought 
to do. k that, we need moral convictions-ldeas abmt what 
it is to act rightly in the world, what it is to be god or jw, 
and the determination to do what is right. Facts a d  moral 
convictions together can help us understand what we ought ro 
do-somethhg neither alone can do. 

Wrsem m&ev is mv good at has. W e  aren't w g o d  at 
values, 4 h  pm % &I.UT&& @ d c  reportis and pr&tiom 
about the eca1@ sga3;&tns wr and otha: lives depend 
on. M d  . We hope this book wfll 
invigorare 

eq* &qe m a  h1 imewem to the f i s d m m d  quesions 
of the lwmn cwdiriodl: What h s human bein# What is a 
humanls relation to the Earth? How then ought we to h? 

This fusion of facts and values is exactly our goal: t& mkuk 
explicitly the missing moral premise of arguments &at GXJ 

compel us from terrifying facts to powerful o b h g a b  4 
effective actions. 

The facts am In. The a o l r ~ i s e  pre- is sdll under 
discussion. The & af rhb &=ion am hi&. Owe d3js 
argument is c o m p h  a d  the are ~ptm, aae 
cannot withdraw from o b U g ~ t h  anel i ~ t  the lpattm~e tirn~ pr:& 
to be a moral person. 
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tk fire of life. So 

w d k ~  farure, other writers 

q u e  &W Cad calls us to the s ~ ~ ~ a d s k d p  of divine creation 
d thar ikih~re to prmm ehe wadd he w lovingly c d  is a 
f&nR M ear m d  duty to God. Dthm ague that we have 

and dptac&y. 

m d c a d n g . A n d i f t b  t chiewapb 

d its creation-aren't we e$lleci ts b r  

right and.@ Qr&weaa 

the coming ecological collapses, to l i i  a life th - - 

values may be the strongest ethical stance, some mitm 
To do what is right, even if it does no good; to &b 
are ,  wen if it breaks yow hart .  

What we find, w h n w e M a &  
together, is that the d 
has transcended 

thriving, M d p w l d '  
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