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BOOK REVIEWS BOOK REVIEWS 

'wildlife will be best served by continuing the historic form of land use practice helpful discussion of biodiversity must include (vrhaps even begin with) a 
in those ancient seminatural habitats that have a past record of management' serious discussion of ethics and values- 
(p. 172). Hobson and Bultitude point out that the preservation of biodiversity This collection is significant. ~ o t  only does it contain (luife and 

and the preservation of a certain ecosystem type or biological point in history thoughtful essays by some of our most important and thoughtful 
may not be the same thing and we should be careful not to confuse them. scholars, but the numces that they adeptly articulate in theirdiscussions of bio- 

The fourth and final section, 'Protecting Biodiversity', kicks off with argu- diversity are those *at all environmental scholars, students- and activists should 
ably the best essay in the collection. Raising wonderful questions and making become familiar wih .  Conservation is (00 important to endure sloppy lhinking 
important distinctions, Kate Rawles helps us ponder three crucial questions: and the key concepts (such as biodiversity) within the conservation movement 
can we defend the prioritisation of preserving biodiversity over the lives of too philosophically fertile to merely brush over L~~~~~ we now have a 
individual sentient animals (she suggests that it is not so clear that we can); is collection of essays that might guide us towards a more serious exploration* 
the preservation of biodiversity the same thing as the work of conservation (she MICHAEL P. NELSON AND M A n  GRISKO 
suggests that it is not); and should the preservation of biodiversity be the goal Department of Philosophy 
of conservation (she suggests that it should not). This essay should be required University of Idaho 
reading for all students, graduate and undergraduate, in any environmental ~ o ~ c o w ,  ID 83844-3016. USA 
discipline, but especially those going into professional resource management. 
Using the re-introduction of the Eurasian Beaver in Denmark as a case study, 

. . 
Christian Gamborg and Peter Sandee discuss the ins and outs of what they see 
as the three major attitudes toward species reintroduction: wise-use, pragmatic, 
and respect for nature. Although we would certainly quibble over their distinc- 
tions, the essay does demonstrate the intricate link between science, policy, 
and ethics. The volume concludes with a thoughtful essay by Robin Attfield. 
Although not directly commenting on biodiversity (not until the last line of 
the essay, we think) Attfield offers the Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development as an example of a document which successfully navigates the 
terse seas between a document which is overly general or monistic (and hence 
unhelpful or impracticable and insensitive to the limits of each participant) and 
overly specific or pluralistic (and hence relieving some participants of important 
responsibilities). For Attfield, the Rio Declaration is exactly the sort of document 
which articulates a unified and common environmental vision, yet allows for 
'differentiated responsibilities' appropriate to the abilities of each participant. r 

When we consider this volume as a whole certain major themes emerge. a 

First, biodiversity itself is a rich and varied topic with a fluid histo~y -though 
a few of the philosophers writing in the volume forget or demonstrate a lack 
of awareness of this. One walks away from a reading of the collection with a 
solid understanding of the historical origins and the subsequent development 
of the idea of biodiversity and where it fits within the history and scheme of 
conservation. Second, taken as a whole, this collection goes a long way toward 
demonstrating the power and promise of such an interdisciplinary discussion. 
Individually, some of the essays themselves are also excellent representations 
of the highest level of interdisciplinary thought that all of us might aspire to. 
Third, the anthology serves as a particularly robust example of the inescapable 
relationship between science and values. The book proves decisively that any 

Environmental Values 15.1 


