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After many years of studying the relationship between wolves and moose 
on Isle Royale we learned there is a special relationship between wolves 
and ravens. The presence of ravens influences the size of wolf packs: wolves 
living in larger packs each get more food because they lose less food to 
scavenging ravens. They do this by eating a moose so quickly that ravens 
have little time to scavenge. The details are fantastically complicated, and 
while wolves in larger packs must share their food among their brothers 
and sisters, parents and offspring, that sharing is not so costly as losing 
food to scavengers. So ravens have something to do with explaining why 
wolves live such intensely social lives - a trait otherwise rare among car
nivores. What an astonishing connection. The value of a connection like 
this lies in its ability to generate wonderment and care for nature. When 
we decide that the purpose of science is to generate wonder about nature, 
rather than to control nature, we will not be far from a relationship with 
nature that can flourish for all time and generations. 

Adapted from Vucetich, 2010 

Similar to other academic disciplines, philosophy is divided into subdis
ciplines, specialties. Epistemology is the study of the nature of knowl
edge, the various ways we might come to know something, and the 
explanations for why some bit of information might be true or false. 
Metaphysics is the study of the nature of being and our assumptions 
about what humans are in relationship to nature, as well as what nature 
is in relationship to humans (for example, are huinans and nature one 
and the same, related, distinct, something else - and why?). Ethics focuses 
on questions of value, proper conduct, right and wrong, good and bad, 
arguments about what we ought to do, how we ought to live, who or 
what possesses direct moral standing, and what constitutes a good life. 

From Traditional Ecological Knowledge: Learning from 
Indigenous Practices for Environmental Sustainability, edited 
by Melissa Nelson and Dan Shilling, Cambridge University 
Press, 2018.












